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“PEARL HARBOR: Warning and De.
cition. 8y Roberta Wohlstetter. 425
pp. Stanford, Caiif.: Stanford Uni-
versity 'l’lil. $7.50.

. By LADISLAS FARAGO

: HAT for so long was so
w woefully needed, a non-

. bartisan ana scholarly exposi-
i tion of the mysterious ves
and machinations leading to
Pear! Harbor, is provided in
this prodigiously researched, lu-
cidly and excitingly written and
> absolutely fair work of scholar-
ship. It.Is one of those rare
specimens in- the literature of
current history, the definitive
book. -

Roberta Wohlstetter of the
Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace has managed,
not only to sift the evidence, but
to present the disentangied facts
in a clear, precise and remark-
ably honest survey. The Pearl
Harbor drama is brought into
sharp focus. The book estab-
lishes Mrs. Wohistetter in the
>, front rank of military analysts.
-7 The basic issue of Pear| Har-
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Mr. Farago; an intellipence

specialist for the United States

' Navy dwuring World War II, is
the asthor of the forthcoming
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bor revolved around what the “that Pearl Hact (® today, in terms of the Ja-

military scientist calls the ele-
ment of surgrise and the pam-
phleteer calls the sneak attack.
In ‘the case of Pear] Harbor,
the basic issue, ambiguous as
it is, was distorted also by ques-
tions of ieadership and. respon-
sibility, statesmanship and dip-
lomatic acumen, negiligence and
even conspiracy. Such emotion-
ally loaded factors hardly facil-
itated the exploration of the
drama and, in most cases, added

to the suspicions and recrimina-’

tions it produced. :
Mrs. Wohistetter avoids the
side issues and goes boldly to

the crux of the matter. Her book '

deals primarily with the intel-
s lectual ‘factors underiying the
management of affairs as they
converged on Pearl: Harbor:
with the complex intelligence
activity that should have  pre-
vented Pearl Harbor. Seeking
neither heroes nor villains, - she
subjects those intellectual proc-
esses to objective scrutiny in
order to answer the question:
“What does Pearl Harbor tell us
about the possibility of a sur-
prise attack today—with poasi-
ble consequences of an even
greater and perhaps fatal mag-

“The Tenth Fleet,” a.study of . nitude?” .

thg war against the U-boats.
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In a vense, her conclusion is

1

avoided or “n't-, attack,” she writes,
the sigr i pafot it is incredible in retro-{ -
tack "were ,uwva))t that they were not so in- -~
by comncting nrireted.” However, she rejects:
signals,’ wi1* “as a short cut to glib con-
“noise A" tons which have the “lucid-"
Giscover™ < ol Ih of statements after
particu’yr - and 5

usually . unjtviduh '
betwm{w 1o 'k_“:r_l. Wohlatetter tells us that

matee =g} oty xy0n€ of-those signals was an:
other is the « .,,ﬂfnbig-uous indication of Jap-
ary role tie fnie 4% intent to attack the
s appas.ntao- deggted States. It is hard to
a strat yic instap in mind the fact,” she.
tional def-a3c. ,tes, ““that there were many

’ ' asible alternative hypotheses'

the' .
4

-

1 Worjast might also have explained * -

‘the crucn) ¢otor g3 set of signals. Most of the’ ,
the Pea.; sizinegtisan reviews of the Peaqk A
indeed: 8t 1o sarbor material forget these al-

natione! a:d integpative explanations.” L
edies. It 43 the rotglg & better intelligence
of wrer, ness preclude another.

2 S

onstral: 'v.w €% Harhor? Mrs. Wohlstets -

spresd 't i R €ss gnswer is in the negative.
miltar wht (ha the study of Pearl Harbor
pitfall, T- A mut, vy Lpvtning to offer for the
Lion 20 AL, 0. 4%, 0 1 ghe writes, “it is this:
their tralitihn 'y pive to accept the fact of

e X
and pra g e, certainty and learn to uve

She ' JLithes e No magie, in code oﬂ
poses and fur ¢l .ise. will provide certain-.

ligence activity ¥ our plans must work withe
Ing hew Lady 4 o n
they were 1. the cae ..
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